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WHO AlertWHO Alert

Current situation constitutes a public health emergency of Current situation constitutes a public health emergency of 
international concern (PHEIC) under the International Health international concern (PHEIC) under the International Health 
Regulations (2005)Regulations (2005)

DG WHO raised the Pandemic Alert from Phase 3 to Phase 5 DG WHO raised the Pandemic Alert from Phase 3 to Phase 5 
implying widespread human transmission and finally Pandemic implying widespread human transmission and finally Pandemic 
Phase 6 signifying more than two Regions involvedPhase 6 signifying more than two Regions involved

Containment of the outbreak may not be feasible Containment of the outbreak may not be feasible 

The current focus should be on mitigation measuresThe current focus should be on mitigation measures

Not to close borders and not to restrict international travel/trNot to close borders and not to restrict international travel/trade  ade  



Situation in IndiaSituation in India
(daily updates on (daily updates on www.mohfw.nic.inwww.mohfw.nic.in and and www.pib.nic.inwww.pib.nic.in))

Entry screening  continuing in 22 International Airports, Land Entry screening  continuing in 22 International Airports, Land 
crossings and Portscrossings and Ports

81 health counters manned by 224 doctors & 112 81 health counters manned by 224 doctors & 112 parapara--medicalsmedicals

Cumulative passengers screened 36,08,818Cumulative passengers screened 36,08,818

Passengers screened from affected countries (approx 35000Passengers screened from affected countries (approx 35000--
40000 daily)40000 daily)

Total No. of passengers identified through screeningTotal No. of passengers identified through screening-- 483483

Detected by contact tracingDetected by contact tracing--227227

Total No. of passengers  who self reportedTotal No. of passengers  who self reported-- 226226

Total persons tested Total persons tested --16371637

•• 322 positive for Influenza322 positive for Influenza A (H1N1) A (H1N1) 
•• 234 of above discharged234 of above discharged



Screening of passengersScreening of passengers

Travel advisoryTravel advisory--WHO, CountriesWHO, Countries
International Health Regulations International Health Regulations 
(2005)(2005)
Ports of EntryPorts of Entry--Air/Sea ports and land Air/Sea ports and land 
crossings crossings 
Exit screening Exit screening 
Entry screeningEntry screening
Thermal scanners/aural temperatureThermal scanners/aural temperature
Buying time till indigenous or Buying time till indigenous or 
community transmissioncommunity transmission



Screening at airports, ports and Screening at airports, ports and 
border crossingsborder crossings

Screening at all International Airports, Ports and Screening at all International Airports, Ports and 
International check points  to detect entry of disease into International check points  to detect entry of disease into 
India at the earliest and contain the same.India at the earliest and contain the same.

Travel advisory issued to defer non essential travel to the Travel advisory issued to defer non essential travel to the 
affected countries.affected countries.

Tracking  of persons traveled to India from affected Tracking  of persons traveled to India from affected 
countries. countries. 



Health Screening Card for Passengers



Contact tracingContact tracing

Identification of contacts of patients Identification of contacts of patients 
and followand follow--upup
Chemoprophylaxis?Chemoprophylaxis?
Social contacts may be quite largeSocial contacts may be quite large
School childrenSchool children



ILI & SARI surveillanceILI & SARI surveillance
Seasonal Influenza surveillanceSeasonal Influenza surveillance
Detection of circulating strains of viruses Detection of circulating strains of viruses 
((NICsNICs) for vaccine composition) for vaccine composition
Influenza like illness in outInfluenza like illness in out--patientspatients
Severe Acute Respiratory Illness in inSevere Acute Respiratory Illness in in--
patientspatients
Detection of cluster of casesDetection of cluster of cases
Monitoring spread of the pandemic across Monitoring spread of the pandemic across 
the country (being large)the country (being large)



School closureSchool closure
AbsenteeismAbsenteeism
•• SchoolSchool
•• WorkplaceWorkplace

Market closureMarket closure



Quarantine/isolationQuarantine/isolation

Quarantine of contactsQuarantine of contacts
IsolationIsolation
Designated hospitalDesignated hospital
Home isolationHome isolation



Important considerationsImportant considerations

H5N1 and H1N1H5N1 and H1N1
Influenza seasonsInfluenza seasons
Waves of the pandemicWaves of the pandemic
Rapid air travelRapid air travel
School vacations and reopeningSchool vacations and reopening
Large size of the countryLarge size of the country



Coordination/Expert committeesCoordination/Expert committees
Committee of Secretaries (Committee of Secretaries (CoSCoS)), , InterInter--Ministerial Task Force ( IMTF) Ministerial Task Force ( IMTF) 
and and Joint Monitoring Group (JMG)Joint Monitoring Group (JMG) monitoring  the situationmonitoring  the situation

Expert  Committee  under DGHS examining the drug issues (retail Expert  Committee  under DGHS examining the drug issues (retail sale of sale of 
oseltamiviroseltamivir, etc), etc)

Expert Committee under Secretary (HR)/DG ICMR examining vaccine Expert Committee under Secretary (HR)/DG ICMR examining vaccine 
production production 

Task Force in I&B Ministry developing Media StrategyTask Force in I&B Ministry developing Media Strategy

High level consultations with WHOHigh level consultations with WHO
CDC and other expertsCDC and other experts



Enhanced SurveillanceEnhanced Surveillance
Alerted the States to strengthen their the level of surveillanceAlerted the States to strengthen their the level of surveillance
and all district and all district RRTsRRTs now being trainednow being trained

Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP) units in Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP) units in 
States/Districts looking for clusters of Influenza like Illness States/Districts looking for clusters of Influenza like Illness (ILI) (ILI) 
and that of pneumoniaand that of pneumonia

Trained Central and State and District Rapid Response Teams Trained Central and State and District Rapid Response Teams 
ready to investigate and manage suspected outbreaksready to investigate and manage suspected outbreaks

Appeal in print media to medical practitioners  to report clusteAppeal in print media to medical practitioners  to report clusters rs 
of influenza like illness to Toll free no 1075of influenza like illness to Toll free no 1075

Network of 18 identified labs at NICD, Delhi and NIV, Network of 18 identified labs at NICD, Delhi and NIV, PunePune, , 
other labs  testing  clinical samples of suspect casesother labs  testing  clinical samples of suspect cases



Communication

Travel advisory widely publicized. Travel advisory widely publicized. 

DoDo’’s and Don'ts in print media in vernacular languages.s and Don'ts in print media in vernacular languages.

Medical practitioners informed to report cluster of influenza liMedical practitioners informed to report cluster of influenza like illness ke illness 
to 24x7 call centre (Toll free No 1075) of NICD.to 24x7 call centre (Toll free No 1075) of NICD.

Public queries attended through the Outbreak monitoring cell of Public queries attended through the Outbreak monitoring cell of NICD NICD 
(Tele No 011(Tele No 011--23921401)23921401)

Simple public health measures shown through visual mediaSimple public health measures shown through visual media

Task Force in I&B Ministry finalizing print and media materials Task Force in I&B Ministry finalizing print and media materials for for 
large scale campaign large scale campaign 

All information made available in the web site of MOHFWAll information made available in the web site of MOHFW

Daily press release and media briefing when requiredDaily press release and media briefing when required







Control RoomsControl Rooms

12X7 Control Room in Emergency Medical Relief (EMR) division of 12X7 Control Room in Emergency Medical Relief (EMR) division of 
MOHFWMOHFW

24X7 Control room at National Institute of Communicable Diseases24X7 Control room at National Institute of Communicable Diseases
(NICD)(NICD)

Most of the States have 24x7 Control roomsMost of the States have 24x7 Control rooms

Nodal Officers identified by the StateNodal Officers identified by the State



Training of 
Physicians on 
Ventilatory care 

Infection Control 
for AI/PI



Table Top Exercises 
for Pandemic 
Preparedness

Rapid Response 
Teams refresher 
training for AI/PI



Collection of 

Naso-pharyngeal 
aspirate

Collection 
of throat 
swab with 
precautions



Bio-safety 
level (BSL-3) 
Laboratories  
at NICD Delhi 
& NIV Pune

NIV Pune is WHO 
Regional  Referral 
Lab for H5 and WHO 
National Influenza 
Centre (NIC)



Training of Training of 
Microbiologists Microbiologists 
in molecular in molecular 
diagnostic diagnostic 
methods for methods for 
Influenza Lab Influenza Lab 
Network       Network       
(10 labs)(10 labs)



Training of Training of 
Health staff in Health staff in 
AI/PIAI/PI



LaboratoryLaboratory

Confirmation of diagnosisConfirmation of diagnosis
Turn around timeTurn around time
Epidemiological linked casesEpidemiological linked cases
CostCost--effectivenesseffectiveness
Geographical spreadGeographical spread
Monitoring the changes in the virusMonitoring the changes in the virus



Latest WHO updateLatest WHO update
Unprecedented pace of spread, i.e. virus Unprecedented pace of spread, i.e. virus 
unstoppableunstoppable
> 100,000 cases and >500 deaths worldwide> 100,000 cases and >500 deaths worldwide
Countries no longer require to test and confirm Countries no longer require to test and confirm 
every caseevery case
Report:Report:
•• Changes in intensity of disease transmission, age group Changes in intensity of disease transmission, age group 

affected, increase in hospitalization and deaths, drug affected, increase in hospitalization and deaths, drug 
resistance and vaccine failureresistance and vaccine failure

•• Unusual public health event like clustering of severe Unusual public health event like clustering of severe 
casescases

High risk and priority groups for vaccinationHigh risk and priority groups for vaccination
Too early to compare with other pandemics as Too early to compare with other pandemics as 
evolving situationevolving situation
Differentiate between seasonal and pandemic fluDifferentiate between seasonal and pandemic flu



Thank You


