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LAST SMOKE

Sunset for smoking, swaggemng heroes

SANCHITA Sharma
New Delhi, May 31

IF YOU catch a movie at a cine-
ma or on TV after August 1,
don't be surprised if Amitabh
Bachchan's famous bidi scene
in Deetear is blacked out or De-
vilas' signature pipe is pixilised.

Under renewed government
efforts to de-glamourise the
use of tobaceo, scenes in films
or serials that show characters
chewing or smoking tobacco
will be blacked out from Indian

screens. The government has
introduced stringent amend-
menis to the tobacco-control
rules in this regard.
“Following the ban on tobac-
co advertising last year, we
found that product placement
in films and TV serials had in-
creased, as had the number of
actors using tobacco products,”
Health Minister Anbumani Ra-
madoss said on Tuesday
According to the amend-
ments that were notified on
Tuesday, scenes of actors con-
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suming tobaceo in any form in
movies or serials aired via elec-
tronic media will have to either
be edited out or pixilised. In sit-
uations where this cannot be
done, a prominent screll con-
taining health warnings will

REEL DRAG: (From
extreme left) Vivek
| Oberoi, Amitabh
Bachchan and
Shahrukh Khan
smoking on scréen

have to be screened with the
'smoking situation.' The brand
name or logo of the product will
also have to be cropped or
masked in these films/serials.
These rules will not only ap-
ply to new releases but also to

old films that are aired on TV.

“Several studies have shown
that advertising bans and de-
glamourising tobacco use dis-
courages the young from tak-
ingto the addiction, which kills
a person every 6.5 seconds in
the world,” says S. J. Habayeb,
WHO India representative.

According to an almost
decade-old ICMR statistic,
about 8 lakh people die of to-
bacco-related diseases in India
every year, but experts say the
figure is much higher.
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“From August, no smoking on screen

By Chandrika Mago & Nikita Doval
Tves NEWs NETWORK

New Delhi: Come August 1, cig:
arettes will be banished from
movies and television. And if
there is screening of movies pre-
dating the ban — say, Humphrey
Bogart lighting up in Casablance
or Amitabh Bachchan chewing
on his bidi in Deewar — it will
come with a mandatory warning
across the screen saying smok-
ing is hazardous to your health.
In what seems to be a case of
hyper activism, government on
Tuesday — World No-Tobacco
i Day — came out with a notifica-
tion banming use of tobacco
products from big and small
sereen, but posing, at the same
time, a whole new creative chal-
lenge for movie-makers and fans.
Imagine Rajnikant without his
trademark cigarette tricks.

www.timesofindia.com

“An absurd regu-
lation. One would
understand ban
on surrogate
advertising but to
completely ban
smoking is
ridiculous, a joke
taken too far”
Muasss BHaTT

Imagine the sudden eruption of
a warning scroll on the screen
when you are watching Sanjeev
Kumar and Saeed Mirza pulling
on their hookah while playing
chess in Satvajit Ray's Shatranj
Ke Khiladi. Or imagine Dasrath
Singh {Amitabh Bachchan) with-
out his bidi in Bunty Aur Babii.
But the order is clear: From Au-
gust, no display of tobacco prod-

“1 don't think this

ban will impinge

on the creativity

of filmmakers.

Rules have to

be followed but
one can work
a way out

it required”
. . SHARMILA TASORE

ucts or their use by characters in
movies and TV, For older movies,
they will have to earry “‘promi-
nent” scrolls containing health
warnings. States have been told
by the Centre to enforce the order

Mot surprisingly, a number of
directors and actors are outraged
at what they consider a vandalism
of cinema, although a few alsofilt
they could live with the ban.

Said Shyam Benegal: “This ban

does not make any Ssense.
It is not a well-advised step. The
act of smoking on celluloid comes
in handy when you want to devel-
op a character — it could be a
style statement or an act of nery-
ousness, Government should, in-
stead, go after the source — the
guys who produce tobacco and
make tonnes of money”

Mahesh Bhatt termed it “an ab-
surd regulation”. "One would un-
derstand if surrogate advertising
was hanned or government tried
to sensitise film-makers and ac-
tors, but to ban smoking on screen
is ridiculous, it's & joke taken too
far. And how can one insert a
warning right in the middle of a
scene? IU1l jar the senses,” he said.

Top actor and former censor
board chief Anupam Kher said:
“If it's really concerned about to-
bacco, why doesn't government
stop children from working in to-
bacco factories? If a character is
smoking on screen, it's fietion —
it can be used to show a charac-
ter's trait or it can help build an
identity Tomorrow, thev can
turn around and say don't show
guns in movies as it will encour-
age violence."”

» 'Rule won't curb any creativity': P13
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TH‘E government today an-
nounced a ban on screen-
A ing of wobacco products in
movies or tele-serials from Au-
gust 1. A high-level committee
has already been constitured to
study surrogate advertising.

“Government has notified
additional -~ rules that ban
screening of wbacco products
by charactersin movies or (ele-
vision. The notification comes
into effect from August 1,
2005, joint secretary, health
and family welfare, Bhawani
Tyagarajan said today.

The six provisions, introduced
in the existing laws, require
mandatory display or prominent
scroll containing health warning
when use of tobacco products is
showninallthe moviesorin tele-
serfals irrespective of the time-
frame they weréshot, she said on
the ‘Warld NoTobacco Day”.

The riew provisions ban sale of
tobaceo praducts by minors and
through vending machines and
also miakes it mandatory to dis-
play details of tar and nicotine
content on all tobacco products,
she added: ¢

India is one of the few coun-
tries” 'which has ratified “the
Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control and is working to-

Govt bans tobacco products in-movie

wards formulating & ‘Natlonal
Tobacoco Control Programme’,
she said. 3

The high-level committee, if=
valving MPs, offidals from the
information and broadcasting
and health ministries and TCMR,
would deal with surrogate ad-
vertising of tobacco produc,
union health minister Anbu-
mani Ramadoss said.

The committee would exam-
ine the issue on a case-le-case
basis, The issue of awards being
constituted in the name of some
dgarette brands would also be
examined, he said. Under the
newlawall, at least 509% area on
tobacco packages should be used
for pictorial depiction of sped-
fied warnings, Tyagarajan said
adding “only one board of ad-
vertisement will be displayed at
the point of sale of tobacco prod-
ucts which will avoid display of
promotional message and pic-
ture and the board will not be il-
Juminated.”

The new law explicitly de-
fines indirect advertising thatin-
cudes ban on promotion of
non-tobacoo products: bearing
the same brand name of tobacco
produgcts, she said. ,, i

The ministry“is ‘also 1aking
steps for the establishment of to-
bacco testing labs that are éssen-
tial for implementing the provi-
sion, she said.

Broadcasters plan
self regulation

Gurbir Singh
MUMESI 31 MAY

not to air surrogate advertisements or brand extensions of
liquor and tobaceo products has had a serious impact on
revenuesof TV channels. To remedy the situation, Indian Broad-
casting Federation (IBF), the apex body of broadcasters, has de-
cided to introduce stringent self-regulatory measures.
Whileitisdifficult to quantify the loss of ad revenue on account
of the new fat, big advertiserslike the UB Groupand ITC have put
much of their brand extension advertising with brands like ‘King-
fisher’ and “Wills Lifestyle® on hold. Surrogate and brand exten-
sion advertising is said to account for at least 10-15% of TV chan-
nels’ ad revenue, Asa seli-regulatory measure to meet the April
12 ban, the IBF has dedded tosetupajoint team with the Adver-
tising Standards Council of India (ASCI) to screen and weed out
advertisernents which violate the advertising code, The IBF had
carlier developed aprocedure woidentify any advertising that may
vitiate the programme and advertising code set out under the Ca-
ble Networks Act. However, at its board meeting held on Monday,
| the IBF decided to form an independent body with advenisers 1o
work asa ‘filier so as (o reduce violations to the minimum.
Broadcasters are obviously not taking any chances this time,
as the April 12 notification from the 168 ministry has an omi-
nous ring about it. Drawing attention 1o Cable Network Rules
7(2){viii), 1995 that prohibit the advertisement of liquorandio-
bacco products, the circular directs TV channels “to siricily ad-
here not o elecast any advertisement for a product that has a
brand name which is also used for cigaretes, 1obaceo products,
wine, alcohol, liquorand other products.

T HE APRIL 12 ban order served on all television channels
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Govt’s Doctor

M RAMADOSS | India becomes first country

TOUFIQ RASHID
NEW DELH, MAY 31

HE next time you see

smoke on celluloid, it

won't be coming from a

cigarette or a chillin —
no dum maro songs anymore, In a
bizarre order, the Union Health
Ministry has issued directives ban-
ning all smoking scenes in films as
well as on television. The govern-
ment has also banned showing cig-
arette packs, hoardings or even us-
ingany item with a cigarette brand
name on it in films,

With these stringent rules, India
becomes the first country to ban
smoking on screen. Films that have
already been shot and include shots
of people smoking, will need to a

run ascroll at the bot-
tom of the screen,
warning of the haz-
ards of smoking,

“We are giving
them two months but
nosuch scenes will be
allowed after that,”
said Bhavani Thaya- |
garajan, joint secre-
tary, Ministry of |
Health, announcing
the new measures,

The law also ap-
plies to foreign films
or old films being re-released or
shown on television. Distributors
and television channels will be re-
quired tablur the screen each time
an actor lights up or a cigarette
brand makes a guest appearance.

Next time on the screen,
you will see a blur of

il The horizontal

[} -
e g 8 warning scroll also

becomes manda-
tory.

Ministry officials
| said they took these
steps after a recent
WHO study “held
| Bollywood responsi-
ble for glamourising
' smoking”, “Film ac-
= tors have a lasting
impact on the minds
children and

young adults,”
pointed out Dr Anbumani Rama-
doss, Union health minister,
“There are reports that more
women and children are smoking
these days,"” he added.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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plays The Cigarette Censor

to ban smoking/cigarettes on screen: says foreign movies need blurring

India signatory to WHO's Framework Conven-

tion on Tobacce Control, ratified on Feb 27,'05

Said Srinath Reddy, WHO consultant
on anti-smoking:

dindia is first country to ban smoking
on cinema screen

B Takes lead in banning sale of ciga-
rettes to minors

2 South Africa, Thailand are the only
other developing countries with anti-
smoking laws

® US opposed to a ban on smoking in
films on the grounds of freedom of ex-
pression

& Japan wants to retains cigarette sale through vending |
machines
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Govt Doctor |
plays the
Cigarette

s b
effective
from Au-
gust 1,
2005, the
order has
been no-
2 tified on
the occasion of World No.
Tobacco Day today. It is.
partof a Health Ministry
initiative to give more
testh 1o anti-smoking
laws. For instance, smok-
ing is officially banned in
public places in the capi.
tal, but that doesn't stop
hard smokers puffing
awaywith impuniry, .
Today's order also
cracks down on “surro-
gate advertising” — de-
fined as all kind of indirect
references to a tobacco
brand name. “Nobady can
constitute awards in the
name of cigrette brands,
even the cigrette brands
appearing on Formula 1
cars will have to be re-
moved” said Thyvagara-
zan

How  sportscasters
showing F-1 races will
tackle this is unclear, The |
status of promotional
events such as the Red
and . White Bravery
Awards also comes under
8 cloud. A high-level [
screening committee has
been setup to lookiinto es-
tablished brand exten-
sions — such as Wills
clot

Following violations
terms of cigarette advers]
tising at the point of salegd
the government has
banned illumination of
advertising boards as wcfs
as reduced the size of th
boards, “The shopkeepers
can just name the particus”
larbrands, No pictoral des
piction will be allowed,"”
announced thé ministry,

- In order to make cigass
rettes inaccessible to miw)
nors, the government hag]
even prohibited the sale of
cigarettes through vend-f
ing machines, “In a few
months,” said Dr Ramas
doss, “there will be pictorad
ial warning regarding the:}

harmful effects on the cig=p
arette packs,” B
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‘Smoking rule won't
curh any creativity’

By Chandrika Mago &
Nikita Doval/TNN

from movies and TV will not
curb creativity. “'I don't think
it will impinge on the creativ-
ity of film-makers. I don't
think smoking is necessary
to show a character either
as good or bad. If there is
a sltuation where a _

to smoke, then, after the
film-maker puts in his
we can

work around the
guidelines.
We'll cross the
bridge when we
come to it.”

Interestingly,
director Sanjay
G , who has made gang-
ster films like Kaoante and
Musafir echoed Tagore's

views, while saying the new
rule wouldn't curb creativity.
“Before the start of Musafir,
I had flashed such a message,
and in this case too, one is
free to show characters do-
ing what one wants them to
do, as long as there’s an ac-
companying warning.”
Coming back to the order,
only cinema, even
Michael Schumacher sport-
ing a Marlboro T-shirt could
come slashed, the brand

Bogart lights up

‘Nadu were

name or logo of any tobacco
product cropped or masked if
it's printed or aired through
any form of electronic media.
This example comes straight
official.
Announcing the new
measures, health minister
Anbumani Ramadoss spoke
with evangelical zeal,
brushing aside argu-

Organisation’s studies to
prove the point. It was docu-
menting the effects of films
on children, he said, claim-
ing that teenagers in Tamil

smoking because
they saw their movie idols

Once these changes come
into effect, you will also get to-
bacco products through vend-
ingmuhhm'!hiaistoshoplt

into the hands of chil-
dren. Under the new regime,
the tobacco industry cannot
use kids to sell its products. If
it does, it will be punished.




