PREFACE

Road traffic deaths, injuries ( RTls) and disabilities are increasing at an alarming pace in
India. From 54,000 deaths in 1990, it has increased to an estimated 1, 00,000 by 2002. Nearly 1.5
million seriously injured people receive care from various health care institutions. One half of
injury related disabilities are due to RTls. The economic losses from this man made epidemic are
huge and phenomenal to the Indian society. The psychosocial suffering for the family members
after the death of their near and dear ones and for the survivors are hard to imagine and difficult to
quantify; only those experiencing and sharing the tragedy will be able to share, but needs to be
understood by all others.

India is also experiencing infrastructure expansion amidst addition of large number of
different size and capacity vehicles every day. This heterogeneous mix of varying vehicles in
limited road environments often leads to conflicts resulting in crashes, injuries, deaths and
disabilities. This complex scenario is unique to India and other Low and Middle Income Countries.
This transportation growth is occurring in the absence of comprehensive, integrated and
coordinated systems, required for governing road safety in India.

The present report brings together a comprehensive review of the burden, impact, risk
factors, current initiatives from the Indian region, and about ways to reduce and lessen the impact
of road crashes in a simple and easy to understand manner. It highlights that multiple
interventions aimed at different types of road users and integrated and coordinated in a systems
approachisrequired for India.

Lessons learnt from High Income Countries based on more than 3 decades of research and
implementation experience reveals that Road Traffic Injuries are predictable and preventable.
These include a variety of measures ranging from better design of road environments, better
design and standards of vehicles, legislations for helmets - seat belts and child restraints, improved
and safer pedestrian facilities, improved trauma care and several other sustainable solutions. RTI
prevention and control needs to be provided a defined space in the growth and development of
India and should receive immediate attention of policy makers professionals and political leaders.
Health sector and health professionals are major partners in this process.

AFTT

G.Gururaj
NIMHANS, Bangalore



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133



